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Introduction: Social Policy refers to the government deci-
sions on distribution of resources and facilities for achieving
a certain goal in a particular period of time. These decisions
are aimed at increasing the society members’ well-being and/
or solving a social problem. Harmony in section and inter-
section policy making provides social order, which is neces-
sary as the basis for achieving the social system objectives.
One of the most important indicators of efficacy in high-
er education system is its compatibility with business
market and employment. This study deals with the lack
of coordination in policy making between Ministry of
Higher Education and Employment Department as well
as the outcomes due to the certain objectives, like social
order and well-being

Method: In this study, the research questions have been
addressed at two levels; micro and macro-analyses. In
macro level, content analysis and secondary analysis
with the help of available statistics, and in micro level,
the survey method have been applied.

Findings:In macro-level, the findings indicated lack of
coordination between higher education and employment
policies with respect to the five-year development plans.
The micro-level findings also highlighted the inter-sec-
tion lack of harmony.

Disscution: In fact, graduates’ unemployment or lack of har-
mony between their jobs and fields of study/levels of educa-
tion relates to the lack of coordination between the two sec-
tions of employment and higher education in macro-level.
Such disharmony has disturbed the balance between supply
and demand of expert forces and caused disorders in the so-
ciety. Such disorder leads to graduates’ unemployment, ex-
perts’ emigration, accordingly wastes the country’s capital.

Yy


http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5139-3113

mailto:dp206pd@yahoo.com
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7781-1026


: [, ffow af 1~ P A R <N [
,,,Vv/u.?;,.;/,‘_ s dleid] 5 Jle ijgel (B Cavli o SNalas v/:_pmr

The Study of Social Policy in the Field of Higher Education ...

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Social Policy refers to the government decisions on distribution of
resources and facilities for achieving a certain goal in a particular period of time.
These decisions are aimed at increasing the society members’ well-being and/or
solving a social problem. Harmony in section and inter-section policy making pro-
vides social order, which is necessary as the basis for achieving the social system
objectives. Organizations in charge and especially the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion are expected to train skilled human forces who are equipped with knowledge
and are able to use it proportionately with the current and future status of the coun-
try as well. One of the most important indicators of efficacy in higher education
system is its compatibility with business market and employment. In fact, higher
education and employment are two decisive sections of social system. Policy mak-
ing in these two areas requires coordination and some considerations such as the
size and level of their needs simultaneously. Despite the economic problems in
the status quo, which have led to unemployment rise, the considerable rate of
unemployment of the educated labor forces in the country shows incompatibility
between the policies of these two sections. In other words, this study deals with the
lack of coordination in policy making between the Ministry of Higher Education
and Employment Department as well as the outcomes due to the certain objec-
tives, like social order and well-being.

Method: In this study, the research questions have been addressed at two lev-
els; micro and macro-analyses. In macro-level, documentary research method
has been applied. At first, by adopting content analysis method, above-mentioned
documents and Five-year development plans of the Islamic Republic of Iran, were
used to examine the coordination between two sections of employment and higher
education with respect to these development plan. Then by making use of the
secondary analysis and using the current statistics, the harmony between these
two sections were investigated. Such intersection harmony was measured through
survey research method on the graduate students of Shahid Beheshti University.
Findings: The findings of this study showed that the more there was harmony
between employment and education policies, the more statistical co-ordination;
therefore, the more compatibility appears to exist between these two sections out-
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puts after their administration. In macro-level, the findings indicated the lack of
co-ordination between higher education and employment policies with respect to
the five-year development plans. It represents the gap between the graduate stu-
dents and job opportunities.

Table (1) Table of Content Analysis of Coordination between Education and Employ-

ment in Development Plans

Co-ordination
X Higher Employ- X
Development Plans | Education X Between Education
Education ment
and Employment
Ist. plan 25.74 10.89 8.91 8.91
2nd. plan 32.06 6.87 14.50 10.69
3rd. plan 20.60 4.02 10.55 6.03
4th. Plan 21.13 3.29 11.74 5.16
Percent of each Section
proportionate to the - - - 7.14
whole of plans

It is worth mentioning that as far as the education and employment policies have
been codified proportionate to each other in the five-year development plans, the
more coordination between these two sections can be observed in the years after
their execution. As it has been displayed in table 1, in the second development
plan which took four years (from 1374 to 1378) to be operationalized, the highest
percentage relates to the coordination between education and employment. Such
high rate of coordination is parallel with the trend of two curves of graduate and
employment between the years of 79-83. In fact, the coordination between these
two sections in this level is the output of appropriate inter-section policy making.
In the end, the lack of coordination between higher education and employment
in macro-level policy making will lead to inequality and increase unemployment
all through the country and accordingly reduce the economic well-being. On the
other hand, it may increase the rate of emigration among the educated people and
crimes/deviations as well. The micro-level findings also highlighted the inter-sec-
tion lack of harmony. From 588 graduate students from Shahid Beheshti Univer-
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sity, 61.4% are employed and 38.6% are unemployed. Moreover, among B.A/B.S
graduates, 62%, among M.A/M.S graduates, 33% and among Ph.D. graduates, 6%
are unemployed.

Table (2) The Percentage of Participants’ Employment Status for each Educational
Level in Separate

Participants’ Categories B.A/B.S M.A/M.S Ph.D.
Employed 37.9 67.2 93.9
Unemployed 62.1 32.8 6.1

Among the employed graduates, the harmony between jobs and the fields/levels
of study have been examined. Findings show that from employed graduates, 7.2%
consists of those whose occupations have no harmony with their fields of study,
5.3% shows very little harmony though. On the other hand, 20.4% of B.A/B.S
graduates, 47.3% of M.A/M.S graduates, and 19.5% of Ph.D. graduates are doing
the jobs that require lower levels of education/expertise.

Discussion: In fact, graduates’ employment or the lack of harmony between their
jobs and fields of study/levels of education relates to the lack of coordination
between the two sections of employment and higher education in micro-level.
Such disharmony has disturbed the balance between supply and demand of ex-
pert forces and caused disorders in the society. Such disorder leads to graduates’
unemployment, experts’ emigration, and accordingly wastes the country’s capital.
Waste of capital is in fact a situation that despite devoting macro budget to human
forces training and converting them to skilled human forces in different education
levels, there is no chance to hire or make use of them in different economic sec-
tions. Furthermore, the waste of financial resources is the outcome of disharmony
between the two sections of higher education and employment in macro-level. On
the other hand, increasing the coordination between these two sections at micro-
level will lead to an increase in the levels of satisfaction toward life and policy,
and enhance self-esteem, hope toward future, social commitment, social belong-
ing, feeling of contribution/engagement in the country, and feeling of satisfaction
from life standards among graduates. The tendency to emigrate to other countries
for living and studying will also decrease. In other words, if graduates work in line
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with their skills/expertise for which they have been trained, they will be converted
to the expert human resources who can not only bring economic efficiency to the
country but they can also bring about positive social changes. Among those posi-
tive outcomes, we can refer to the most important feature which is the increase in
satisfaction toward life standards.
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