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Introduction: Social apathy, recognized as a detrimen-
tal social phenomenon, poses significant challenges to
community cohesion. Grounded in Bourdieu’s theories,
this study investigates its relationship with two key re-
sources: social capital—the network of institutionalized
relationships that provide access to collective resourc-
es—and cultural capital—the forms of knowledge, edu-
cation, and skills that confer social status. This research
aims to examine the relationship between these forms of
capital and social apathy among teachers in Lali City.
Method: This study employed a descriptive-correlational
design. The statistical population included all 193 first-
grade secondary school teachers in Lali city. Due to the
limited size of the population, a census method was em-
ployed, meaning the entire population was studied. Data
were collected using three questionnaires: standardized
measures for social capital and cultural capital based
on Bourdieu’s theoretical framework, and a researcher-
made questionnaire to assess social apathy.

Findings: The analysis revealed a significant negative rela-
tionship between both social and cultural capital (includ-
ing their components) and social apathy among teachers.
Furthermore, while age demonstrated a significant correla-
tion with apathy, no significant relationship was found with
gender. Crucially, regression analysis confirmed that social
and cultural capital are significant predictors of social apa-
thy, accounting for a substantial portion of its variance.
Discussion: The significant inverse relationship between
capital and apathy underscores the necessity of policy
interventions designed to enhance teachers’ social and
cultural capital. Investing in these resources is critical
for mitigating social apathy and fostering a more en-
gaged and cohesive educational environment.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Social indifference represents one of the manifestations and consequences of so-
cietal transition from traditional to modern structures. In such societies, as well as
those undergoing rapid socio-political transformations, the public becomes more
susceptible to negative social phenomena, including passivity and indifference.
This pattern appears particularly evident in the case of Iran, which serves as a clear
example of a society in transition from traditional to modern forms and has contin-
ually faced diverse political, economic, cultural, and social challenges throughout
this historical process (Dadkhah Tehrani et al., 2021).

Bourdieu defines social capital as the “aggregate of the actual or potential resourc-
es which are linked to possession of a durable network of more or less institution-
alized relationships of mutual acquaintance and recognition” (Jokar, 2021). Fur-
thermore, Bourdieu identifies other forms of capital that play crucial roles in class
formation, social grouping, and social reproduction. Among these, cultural capital
holds particular significance (Hosseinzadeh, 2009). Bourdieu (1986) categorizes
cultural capital into three distinct forms: 1) the embodied state, consisting of long-
lasting dispositions of mind and body; 2) the objectified state, manifested through
cultural goods like books, artworks, and instruments; and 3) the institutionalized
state, represented by formal qualifications and academic credentials. This study
therefore addresses the following fundamental question: Is there a significant re-
lationship between social capital, cultural capital, and social indifference among
teachers in Lali city?

Method

This research employs a descriptive-correlational method and utilizes a survey
technique. It is an applied study in terms of its purpose and a cross-sectional study
in terms of its temporal design. The statistical population includes all first-grade
urban high school teachers in Lali city, numbering 193 individuals according to
available statistics from the 2022-2023 academic year. Given the limited size of
the statistical population, no sampling was performed and the census method was
employed for data collection.
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The data collection approach combined both library-documentary and field meth-
ods. The research utilized three main questionnaires as data collection instruments.
Bourdieu’s Standard Social and Cultural Capital Questionnaire was used to mea-
sure cultural and artistic values across three indicators: embodied capital (mental
skills and communication skills), objectified capital (consumption and possession
of cultural goods, and interest in art), and institutional capital (educational creden-
tials). This questionnaire demonstrated high reliability with a Cronbach’s alpha of
0.811.

The social capital dimension was measured using Bourdieu’s Standard Social
Capital Questionnaire developed by Jafari, comprising 18 closed-ended items.
This instrument assesses five key dimensions: social trust, social participation,
social cohesion, social norms, and social security, and achieved a reliability coef-
ficient of 0.833 according to the developers’ validation.

For measuring the dependent variable, a researcher-developed Social Apathy Ques-
tionnaire with 20 closed-ended items was administered. This instrument evaluates
four dimensions of apathy: social participation apathy, altruistic activities apathy,
political apathy, and social responsibilities apathy, providing comprehensive as-
sessment of the social indifference construct among the teacher participants.

Findings

The results indicate that all independent variables exert a statistically significant
effect on the social participation variable. Among these, institutional capital dem-
onstrated the strongest effect (f = 0.635), suggesting that a one standard devia-
tion increase in respondents’ institutional capital corresponds to a 0.63 standard
deviation increase in their social participation. The effects of other variables can
be interpreted similarly.

Furthermore, the findings reveal that all independent variables significantly af-
fect the institutional capital variable. Here, embodied capital showed the strongest
influence ( = 0.548), meaning that a one standard deviation increase in respon-
dents’ embodied capital leads to a 0.54 standard deviation increase in their insti-
tutional capital.

The analysis also confirms that all independent variables have a statistically sig-
nificant impact on the embodied capital variable. Within this relationship, objecti-
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fied capital emerged as the strongest predictor (p = 0.598), indicating that a one
standard deviation increase in objectified capital results in a 0.59 standard devia-
tion increase in embodied capital.

Finally, regarding social dimensions, social trust significantly affects social rela-
tionships ( = 0.30). This signifies that a one standard deviation enhancement in
respondents’ social trust is associated with a 0.30 standard deviation expansion in
their social relationships.

Discussion

The first hypothesis confirmed a significant negative relationship between social
capital, cultural capital, and social apathy among teachers. These results align with
findings by Gholichi et al. (2024), Dadkhah Tehrani et al. (2021), and Ghaziza-
deh and Kianpour (2015), and are further supported by international studies from
Manning (2014), consistently confirming this relationship.

The second hypothesis revealed a significant negative relationship between social
capital and social apathy. This finding corroborates the work of Ghelichi et al.
(2024) in the Iranian context and reinforces conclusions by Dadkhah Tehrani et
al. (2021) regarding social capital’s role as a key factor mitigating indifference.
The third hypothesis demonstrated a significant negative relationship between cul-
tural capital and social apathy, directly confirming and aligning with Ghasizadeh
and Kianpour’s (2015) findings on cultural capital’s distinct effect in reducing
social indifference.
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