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Introduction: The curriculum is the main element of the
higher education system and the most fundamental tool
for providing students with knowledge, experience, and
skills offering services to the community, and as the heart
of this system, it plays an important role in achieving goals
and drawing plans and goals. On the other hand, sexual vi-
olence is a type of violence that can harm women’s health.
The education system can reduce the incidence of violence
through a curriculum entitled altruism and humanitarian
tendencies. The purpose of this study was to investigate
the relationship between hidden curriculum and sexual vi-
olence of married female students in Gorgan with respect
to the mediating role of emotional intelligence.

Method: This study was conducted through correlation
method and the statistical population of the study includ-
ed all married students studying in universities in Gor-
gan in the academic year 2018-2019. The sample size of
this study comprised 150 people, selected by stratifica-
tion. Data collection tools included Imani’s (2012) Hid-
den Curriculum Questionnaire (HCQ), Ghahari et al.’s
(2005) Spousal Abuse Questionnaire (WAQ), and Shatte
et al.’s (1998) Emotional Intelligence Scale (MSEIS).
Pearson correlation coefficient and structural equation
modeling were used to analyze the data.

Findings: The results showed that the model of the rela-
tionship between hidden curriculum and sexual violence
with the mediating role of emotional intelligence had a
good fit. Therefore, the research model appeared to have
a good fit, and there was a positive and significant rela-
tionship between hidden curriculum and sexual violence
with the mediating role of emotional intelligence.
Discussion: The more emotionally intelligent people
were, the more they were likely to be affected by the
hidden curriculum because the hidden curriculum was
found to be an important and effective part of the edu-
cational process that was not easily understood, but af-
fected various aspects of students’ education.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The curriculum is the main element of the higher education system and the most
fundamental tool for providing students with knowledge, experience, and skills
offering services to the community, and as the heart of this system, they appeared
to play an important role in achieving goals and drawing plans and goals. On the
other hand, sexual violence is a type of violence that can harm women’s health.
The education system can reduce the incidence of violence through a curriculum
entitled altruism and humanitarian tendencies. The purpose of this study was to in-
vestigate the relationship between hidden curriculum and sexual violence of mar-
ried female students in Gorgan taking account of the mediating role of emotional
intelligence. The hidden curriculum is defined and interpreted as a set of messag-
es related to knowledge, values, behavioral norms, and attitudes that the learner
implicitly acquires in a certain way during the educational process. Hidden cur-
riculum elements are applied in educational environments through values, beliefs,
attitudes, and norms. The values are an important part of the functioning of the
educational environment, rituals and the quality of interpersonal communication.
One of the factors that can be related to students’ curriculum is sexual violence.
Sexual violence is defined as any sexual act, attempt to obtain sexual act, unsolic-
ited comments or sexual advances or sex trade or other acts, contrary to a person’s
sexual preferences, by coercion imposed by any person without consideration.
Taking the relationship with the victim, in any environment, which is not limited
to home and work. Therefore, the research question will be whether there is a re-
lationship between the hidden curriculum and sexual violence of married female
students in Gorgan city, considering the mediating role of emotional intelligence?

Method

This study was conducted through correlation method, and the statistical popula-
tion of the current study included all married students studying in universities in
Gorgan in the academic year 2018-2019. The sample size of the study comprised
150 people, selected by stratification. Data collection tools included Imani’s
(2012) Hidden Curriculum Questionnaire (HCQ), Ghahari et al.’s (2005) Spousal
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Abuse Questionnaire (WAQ), and Shatte et al.’s (1998) Emotional Intelligence
Scale (MSEIS). Pearson correlation coefficient and structural equation modeling
were used to analyze the data. The current research was a descriptive correlational
and structural equation modeling type. The statistical population of the research
includes all married students studying in Gorgan universities in the academic year
of 2018-2019. Their composition of the sample is as follows: out of 68 higher
education centers in the province, 12 branches belong to Islamic Azad Univer-
sity (IAU), and out of 70,000 students studying in the province, 25,000 study in
Islamic Azad University. There are six academic centers in Gorgan, Gonbad, Ali-
abad Katul, Azadshahr, Bandargaz and Minodasht and six branches in the Islamic
Azad Universities of the province. To estimate the sample size, the Plant formula
(N =50+8M) from Tapaking, Fidel and Ullman (2007) was used, and based on this
formula, the sample size of this research was estimated to be 106 people. Due to
the possibility of incompleteness of some questionnaires and the fact that a larger
sample size increases the generalizability of the results, a sample size of 150 peo-
ple was selected. The sampling method in this research is the stratified sampling
method. Data collection was done in the library dimension using research litera-
ture and academic articles. To collect the research data, after making the necessary
arrangements with the officials of universities in Gorgan, the researchers attended
the classroom of married students and the students who had informed consent to
participate in the research were asked to answer the questions of the hidden cur-
riculum questionnaire, sexual violence, and intelligence. In order to analyze the
data, Pearson’s correlation coefficient and structural equation modeling were used
to examine the relationships between variables. In this research, to be in line with
the proposed model of fit indices including normalized fit (NFI), non-normed fit
index (NNFI), comparative fit index (CFI), incremental fit index (IFI), goodness
of fit index (GFI), adjusted goodness of fit (AGFI), and root mean square error
of approximation (RMSEA) were used. The data analysis software utilized was
SPSS and AMOS version 24.

Findings
The results showed that the model of the relationship between hidden curriculum
and sexual violence with the mediating role of emotional intelligence has a good
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fit. Therefore, it could be said that the research model has a good fit and there
is a positive and significant relationship between hidden curriculum and sexual
violence with the mediating role of emotional intelligence. The results of the de-
scriptive statistics of the research showed that out of 150 selected samples, in
terms of age range, the age of 39 people (26%) was less than 30 years old, the age
of 70 people (46.66%) was between 31 and 40 years old, and that of 41 people
(27.34%) was over 40 years old. From among the samole, 44 people (29 percent)
have been married for less than 10 years, 76 people (51 percent) have been married
for 11 to 20 years, and 30 people (20 percent) have been married for more than
20 years. The correlation between the hidden curriculum and its components, i.e.
cognitive, emotional, psycho-motor, and sexual violence were respectively found
to be 0.869, 0.900, 0.854, and 0.863, that is, all were found to be significant at
the 0.01 level. Therefore, the findings show that there is a direct and meaning-
ful relationship between hidden curriculum and sexual violence. The correlation
between emotional intelligence and its components i.e., regulation of emotions,
use of emotions, evaluation of emotions, perception and understanding of emo-
tions with sexual violence were respectively found to be -0.256, -0.245, -0.295,
and 285, that is, all were found to be significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore, the
findings show that there is an inverse and significant relationship between the
respondents’ emotional intelligence and sexual violence. The higher their emo-
tional intelligence, the lower their sexual violence and vice versa. The correlation
between emotional intelligence and its components, i.e. regulation of emotions,
use of emotions, evaluation of emotions, perception and understanding of emo-
tions with hidden curriculum were found to be -0.480, -0.388, -0.395, and 0.464,
all were significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore, the findings show that there is an
inverse and significant relationship between emotional intelligence and hidden
curriculum.

Discussion

The more emotionally intelligent people are, the more they are likely to be af-
fected by the hidden curriculum, because the hidden curriculum is an important
and effective part of the educational process that is not easily understood, but
affects various aspects of students’ education. The results of the research showed
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that there is an inverse and significant relationship between emotional intelligence
and sexual violence of respondents. The higher emotional intelligence they have,
the lower their sexual violence and vice versa. These results are in line with the
findings of Safai Mohd and Izdi Far (2016), Jaafarian et al. (2016), Rezaei and
Abdar (2016), Malvaso, Delfabro, Day and Nobes (2018), Schneider and Hirsch
(2018). In explaining this hypothesis, it can be said that emotional intelligence can
predict sexual violence. Women who have high emotional intelligence are able to
understand the positive and negative emotions of themselves and their spouses,
have empathic abilities, accept responsibility, and have patience and tolerance in
the face of life’s problems, and are able to overcome their anger and frustration.
Women with high emotional intelligence have the ability to regulate and recog-
nize their emotions such as fear and anger, and how to manage these situations,
and they can better deal with difficult emotional situations and do not express any
violence against their spouses. In interactions full of tension and conflict in mar-
ried life, even women who are very resistant and patient feel crushed and face se-
vere physical symptoms (such as contractions and stomach pains, increased heart
rate, sweating palms, headaches, etc.) that threatens them, and they feel powerless,
confused and anxious. In such a situation, they may become automatically and
involuntarily angry. Overall, based on the findings of the studies, if people have
more information and awareness of each other’s emotions, the amount of sexual
violence will decrease.
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