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Abstract

Introduction: Iranian students come from a diverse eth-
nicity and different cultural backgrounds. This study ex-
amines the status of national solidarity among Kurdish
and Baluchi students in Iran.

Method: This study was conducted using systematic
review and meta-analysis, and its statistical population
includes all studies in the field of National Solidarity of
Kurdish and Baluchi university students.

Findings: A total of eight studies met the criteria for en-
tering the meta-analysis. In all of these articles, quan-
titative methodology and questionnaires were used for
data collection. The meta-analysis of the studies in the
field of national solidarity and a review of 50 hypotheses
about the effect of 18 independent variables on national
solidarity showed that the estimated point was 0.221,
which was statistically significant (p<<0.001). The result,
according to Cohen’s Criterion, is relatively average.
Meanwhile, the greatest effect size was related to social
solidarity (0.505), social capital (0.337), life satisfac-
tion (0.332), personality traits (0.309), religious identity
(0.228), political participation (0.227), and family inter-
action and solidarity (0.250). The mean effect size of the
studies on the Kurdish ethnicity was 0.254 and that of
Baloch ethnicity was 0.144.

Discussion: Based on the total data analyzed, it can be
concluded that the most significant positive factors af-
fecting national solidarity consisted of social solidar-
ity (0.505), social capital (0.337), and life satisfaction
(0.332).
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction: Iranian students come from a diverse ethnicity and different cultur-
al backgrounds. In the meantime, national solidarity is one of the major challenges
of development policy in such a cultural and geographical context. This study
investigates the national solidarity state of Kurdish and Baluchi students in Iranian
universities, and aimed to answer this question: how is the feeling of national soli-
darity among Kurdish and Baluchi students? In fact, the problem arises from the
time a student (Kurdish or Baluchi) enters the university, and in its environment,
s/he finds the opportunity for intercultural communication with other students,
professors, and university staff members that are ethnically different from them. If
such a link can increase interethnic and inter-religious social capital, it can turn the
university atmosphere into an area of intervention to enhance the bond between
Iranians and improve national solidarity and cohesion, but if it provokes greater
ethnic and religious conflict, it can significantly reduce the feeling of national
solidarity.

Methods: A systematic review and meta-analysis was used in this study. The ma-
terials consisted of all studies conducted in the field of national solidarity and
identity of Kurdish and Baluchi university students published during 1991-2018.
Sampling was conducted using a census method and all the available studies were
included in the study. Theses and research projects were searched through national
databases including the Iran National Library, the Library of University of Tehran,
and the Library of Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution. Articles were also
accessed through online academic databases including Iran Comprehensive Portal
of Humanity Sciences (Ensani.ir), Noormags, IranDoc, Magiran, SID, Civilica as
well as Google Scholar, Scopus, and Web of Science. All articles were searched
by following keywords in Persian: national solidarity, cohesion, divergence, na-
tional identity, ethnic identity, university students and faculty members, Kurdish
or Baluchi ethnicities, and Kurdistan, or Sistan and Baluchistan Province and/or
their English equivalents. The inclusion criteria of meta-analysis were: 1. selected
study should be about national solidarity and identity; 2. the study should be on
Iranian Kurdish and Baluchi ethnicities; 3. the study should be on the academic
community (students, professors, etc.) and related to Kurdish and Balochi ethnic
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communities; 5. The study should be published during 1991-2018, 6. if it is a the-
sis, it should be an MA or PhD thesis; and 7. the study should report statistical data
(e.g. mean, standard deviation, regression, coefficient, sample size, etc.).

To collect the data, a researcher-made checklist designed in Excel and analyzed in
Comprehensive Meta-analysis (CMA 2) software was used.

Results: Th final sample size of the research included eight studies. Overall, 2144
individuals were studied in all the studies, with an average of 268 individuals for
each study. Out of eight studies, seven were articles and one was a thesis. The
method of sampling in 75% of the studies was relative-stratified random sampling
and in 25%, it was multi-stage cluster random sampling. Two studies were related
to Baluchi people and six studies to Kurdish people. Regarding the location, five
studies were conducted in Kurdistan province, two studies in Sistan and Baluches-
tan province and one study in Ilam province. All the studies included in this meta-
analysis were conducted between the years 2002 and 2013; two studies in 2002-
2006, three in 2008-2010, and three in 2011-2013. All studies were conducted in
both male and female groups. The dependent variable in one study was national
solidarity, in five studies, national identity; and in two studies, collective identity.
Combined effect size was used to evaluate variables with national solidarity and
national identity of Kurdish and Baluchi students. In the eight studies, 50 hypoth-
eses were investigated. Table 1 shows the number of hypotheses for each study
and their effect sizes, and Table 2 presents the combined effect size of the random
model of the eight studies. As can be seen, the average combined effect size in the
random model was 0.217 which was significant at P=0.001. According to Cohen’s
criteria (1992, 1998), the effect size is medium. The value of Q statistics was ob-
tained 648.828 (0.001) which indicates the heterogeneity of the effect sizes of the
studies.
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Table 1. The point of estimate of analyzed studies

Authors Point Lower | Upper
(Year of publication) N Estimate | Limit | Limit Zovalue | P-value
Abdollahi, & Hosseinbar (2003) | 12| 0.138 0.060 | 0.214 | 3.436 0.001
Mirzaei & Abbaszade (2014) 0.199 | -0.045 | 0.421 1.601 0.109
Abdollahi, & Morowat, (2006) 0.322 0.057 | 0.544 | 2.366 0.018
Mohammadpur, et al. (2011) 0.160 0.096 | 0.222 | 4.873 0.001
Moghadass Jafari et al. (2008) -0.011 | -0.072 | 0.05 | -0.353 | 0.724
Morovat & Baghabanyan, (2011) 0.321 0.192 | 0.440 | 4.704 0.001
Ghasemi & Jamalvandi (2012) 0.240 0.174 | 0.304 | 6.982 0.001

Borjvand (2010) 0.475 0.191 | 0.685 | 3.137 0.002

Q||| | B

Table 2. The combined effect size of all analyzed studies

Point Estimate Lower Upper
N Z-value P-value Q df (Q)
(Total) Limit Limit
0.217 50 0.155 0.277 6.713 0.001 648.828 49

Discussion: According to the results of this study, the greatest effect of the
variables affecting national solidarity is related to the social solidarity variable
(0.505), which is a large effect according to Cohen’s criteria being followed by
social capital (0.337), life satisfaction (0.332), personality traits (0.309), religious
identity (0.228), political participation (0.227), and family integration (0.250) with
medium effect size. On the other hand, feeling of deprivation (-0.184) and media
consumption of alternative satellite TV programs (-0.16) had the most negative
effect on the feeling of national solidarity.

Among the positive affective variables, social integration (0.505) was directly
related to almost all factors contributing to national solidarity, such as religious
identity (0.286), social convergence (0.183), ethnic identity (0.07), and family in-
tegration (0.255). Therefore, it is the most important variable affecting national
solidarity. Next, social capital was another important affective variable. It can
be considered related to important variables, such as social support, social trust,
social participation, political participation, intercultural communication, intracul-
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tural communication, and communication with counterparts outside the country
boarders. Life Satisfaction (0.332) was the third variable determining the degree
of national solidarity. According to this factor, the feeling of national solidarity is
defined as a personal orientation towards life that, from the perspective of social
psychology, is influenced by the quality of life, feelings of happiness and psycho-
logical well-being, and the gap between reality and expectations.

Feeling of deprivation (-0.184), which is strongly related to life satisfaction, was
one of the most important negative variables affecting the formation of a sense of
national solidarity among students, while it had a positive effect on ethnic iden-
tity. In other words, despite a sense of deprivation, one uses ethnic identity as a
protective shield that replaces national identity. For the formulation of this shield,
s/he uses a conceptual system whose first dimension is a sense of divergence and
duality with the majority; the second dimension is the Kurdish / Baluch students’
perception of government policy as the agent for the superiority of Shiite/ Farsi
culture, ethnicity, and religion over Sunni Kurdish/Baluchi culture, ethnicity, and
religion; the third dimension is inter-ethnic communication within and outside the
country, as well as alternative media consumption and social capital originating
from them enabling alternative identification which can be overcome by proper
policy making and reducing the feeling of deprivation and local and national bar-
riers to social advantages.
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